
DACAC Advocacy Priorities and Strategies: Fall 2020 
 
LOCAL ISSUES: 

1.) Restore the OAC Funding for the COP Program - $900,000 
 

• When arts groups go out of business, they are gone for good, creative talent is lost. 
Many other City amenities can be reopened after temporary closure, but independent 
arts organizations are lost forever 

• When the recovery begins, Arts & Culture will be a primary driver for reviving tourism, 
conventions, and other activity as restaurants and shopping have been diminished by 
the pandemic 

• Arts & Culture provide a vital tool to address equity and diversity issues in our 
community and are an important bridge between cultures 

 
Strategy: Target Dallas Mayor and City Council Members with letters, emails, and phone calls. 
     Mobilize our Arts & Culture Commissioners to assist with messaging to Council. 
     Leverage connections with people close to individual Council Members. 
     Target Dallas Town Hall Meetings. 
 
You can email the Mayor and City Council Members directly:  
https://dallascityhall.com/government/Pages/contact_mcc.aspx 

 
 
STATE ISSUES: 

2.) Ensure the ability of the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) to continue to fund organizations 
across Texas including the Cultural District Program 

 

• Funding from the Texas Commission on the Arts supports arts programs in every part 
of the state, especially in the smaller and more rural communities where 
institutionalized funding is scarce 

• Cultural District Funding has helped focus resources on expanding infrastructure in 
communities large and small and has helped to jumpstart economic expansion in cities 
large and small. We hope to have two more districts recognized in Dallas soon. 

 
Strategy: Coordinate with Texans for the Arts for a statewide push on our Legislators., Target local 
Legislators with calls, emails, letters, and meetings to gain their support. The next legislative session 
begins in January. 
 
NATIONAL ISSUES: 

3.) Ensure “Conditional Immunity” from liability related to COVID-19 and reopening arts and 
cultural organizations and that arts and cultural organizations are included in the next CoVid-
19 relief package 

 

• Organize coordinated advocacy push with Texans for the Arts on Texas leaders in the 
House of Representatives to support conditional immunity from liability as a 
compromise to allow for a third COVID-19 Relief package that will provide additional 
PPP funding. 

 

about:blank


• Send emails, letters, or call Congressional Leaders to support the “Save Our Stages” bill 
co-authored by Senator Amy Klobuchar and Senator John Cornyn 

 

• Nonprofit Arts and Culture Organizations are small businesses too, and employ a large 
workforce as well as contracting many individual artists, technical and production 
crews, and support ancillary businesses such as costumers, set designers, marketing 
groups, etc. 

 
 
Strategy:  Send emails to senior Democratic Leadership and local House Members: 
 
Speaker Pelosi: https://www.speaker.gov/contact  
Senator Schumer: https://www.schumer.senate.gov  
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson: https://ebjohnson.house.gov/contact-us  
Representative Colin Allred: https://allred.house.gov/contact  
 
Sample Message: 
 
I am/am not one of your constituents, and/but I am a voter and work in a Dallas nonprofit cultural organization 
that provides jobs, cultural opportunities, and services. The arts have been hit very hard by the epidemic. As 
we struggle with plans to reopen once this crisis wanes, all of my colleagues in the arts have deep concerns 
about the liability we may face from COVID-related lawsuits when we resume performances and our patrons 
return to live performances. We also have concerns that our performers will be at risk during rehearsals and 
performances should they contract the virus in that setting despite all efforts to protect them, and our 
organizations could be held liable. I understand the concern about the Senate's plan for blanket liability 
immunity and fully support limitations on providing such immunity to prevent employers from failing to 
protect their workers. At the same time, we have heard from multiple legal sources, that there will be 
substantial efforts by some attorneys to sue any and all businesses or nonprofits even if we make every effort 
to protect our employees, artists, and patrons. The costs of defending even one lawsuit would put a small 
nonprofit arts group out of business.  There must be some path to a compromise that would help shield ethical 
businesses and nonprofits who undertake all available strategies to protect employees, artists, and patrons 
with conditional immunity from liability. This is needed especially from class action lawsuits where there is a 
low burden of proof from the claimant to prove that the source of their infection was a specific business. A 
compromise to shield compliant businesses and nonprofits, but still allow legal action against the bad actors 
who knowingly and cynically put their employees and customers at risk, is what is needed. You represent the 
leadership of the Democratic Party, and it is in that role that I appeal to you to consider finding a compromise 
that will help businesses and nonprofits reopen safely without the threat of lawsuits.  Democrats are business 
owners too, and we all share these concerns. 
 
Respectfully 
 
(You do not have to be in their district to send them a message, but they do pay more attention to their district 
constituents.) 
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